Division of Medicaid New: Date:

State of Mississippi Revised: X Date: 08/01/05
Provider Policy Manual Current:
Section: EPSDT Section:  73.01
‘ Pages: 1
Subject: Introduction Cross Reference:

Medicaid, as authorized by Title XIX of the Social Security Act, is a federal and state program of medical
assistance to qualified individuals. Each state designates a state agency as the single state agency for
the administration of Medicaid. State law has designated the Division of Medicaid, Office of the Governor,
as the single state agency to administer the Medicaid program in Mississippi.

The Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Program, a mandatory service
under Medicaid, provides preventive and comprehensive health services for Medicaid-eligible children
and youths up to age twenty-one (21). The service ends on the last day of the 21* birthday month. The
acronym EPSDT combine to make the program unique:

Early ----------- Assessing health care in early life so that potential disease and disabilities can be
prevented or detected in their preliminary states, when they are most effectively treated.

Periodic -------- Assessing a child's health at regular, recommended intervals in the child’s life to assure
continued healthy development.

Screening ----- The use of tests and procedures to determine if children being examined have conditions
warranting closer medical or dental attention.

Diagnosis ------ The determination of the nature or cause of conditions identified by the screening.
Treatment ------ The provision of services needed to control, correct or lessen health problems.

In order to administer the EPSDT program, the Division of Medicaid (DOM) and potential EPSDT
providers, including but not limited to, the State Department of Health, other public and private agencies,
private physicians, rural health clinics, comprehensive health clinics, and similar agencies which provide
various components of EPSDT services, must sign an EPSDT specific provider agreement. Diagnostic
and treatment services are primarily provided by referral to other providers.

An EPSDT provider's participation in the Mississippi Medicaid program is entirely voluntary. However, if a
provider does choose to participate in Medicaid, the provider must accept the Medicaid payment as
payment in full for those services covered by Medicaid. The provider cannot charge the beneficiary the
difference between the usual and customary charge and Medicaid's payment. The provider cannot accept
payment from the beneficiary, bill Medicaid, and then rebate Medicaid's payment to the beneficiary.
Services not covered under the Medicaid program can be billed directly to the Medicaid beneficiary.

The Mississippi Medicaid program purchases needed health care services for beneficiaries as determined
under the provision of the Mississippi Medical Assistance Act. The Division of Medicaid (DOM) is
responsible for formulating program policy. DOM staff is directly responsible for the administration of the
program. Under the direction of DOM, the fiscal agent is responsible for processing claims, issuing
payments to providers and for notifications regarding billing. Medicaid policy as it relates to these factors
is initiated by DOM.
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