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Bureau of Mental Retardation State Plan
Advisory Council

Pursuant to Section 41-4-9, the Board of
Mental Health 1is empowered to create
advisory councils to assist the Board and
Department iIn the performance of their
duties.

An Advisory Council shall be established
to assist the Department of Mental
Health, Bureau of Mental Retardation in
developing a long- range state plan for
services Tor individuals with mental
retardation. The Council shall provide
an avenue fTor clients, family members,
and service providers to communicate and
work together in i1dentifying and planning
an array of services for those citizens
of the state with mental retardation.
The Council shall participate in the
annual update of the plan by reviewing
the plan and making recommendations for
additions/revisions.

The following shall be the procedures for
establishing and implementing the Bureau
of Mental Retardation State Plan Advisory
Council.

ESTABLISHMENT .
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In accordance with the bylaws of the
Mississippi Board of Mental Health, the
Board may appoint representatives or
agents with such powers to perform acts
or duties on behalf of the Board.
Therefore, the Board hereby authorizes
the Executive Director of the Department
of Mental Health to appoint individuals
to a Bureau of Mental Retardation State
Plan Advisory Council.

PARTICIPANTS.

A. The Executive Director of the
Department of Mental Health shall
appoint seven (7) individuals to
participate in the Council;

B. The seven (7) participants shall be
representatives from various areas
of the state, including urban and
rural areas;

C. The participants shall be
representatives for individuals with
mental retardation or

parents/guardians of individuals
with mental retardation, service
providers, regional mental
retardation facilities, community
mental health centers, Developmental
Disabilities Council member, and
other related service agencies;

D. Participants will be appointed for a
one-year term. Participants may be
reappointed;

E. Any individual who becomes a

participant shall i1mmediately be
entitled to vote; and,

F. In the event of a vacancy, the
Executive Director shall appoint
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another individual to complete the
term.

FUNCTIONS.

A.

The Bureau of Mental Retardation
State Plan Advisory Council shall
advise and support the Bureau of
Mental Retardation in the
development of a long-range state
plan for services for individuals
with mental retardation;

The Bureau of Mental Retardation
State Plan Advisory Council shall
advocate for services that meet the
needs of 1i1ndividuals with mental
retardation;

The Bureau of Mental Retardation
State Plan Advisory Council shall
review the existing plan;

The Bureau of Mental Retardation
State Plan Advisory Council shall
provide information on needs for
services in their area;

The Bureau of Mental Retardation
State Plan Advisory Council shall
make recommendations  for plan
additions/revisions; and,

The Bureau of Mental Retardation
State Plan Advisory Council shall
support the i1mplementation of the
State Plan for Department of Mental
Health Related Services For
Individuals With Mental Retardation.

MEETINGS.

A.

Meetings will be held as needed and
at least quarterly; and,
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Notice of date, time, and place of a
called meeting will be served
personally or by mail not less than
five (6) days nor more than ten (10)
days before the meeting.
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