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Policy Title: Criteria for Admission to Department of 
Mental Health Adolescent Rehabilitation 
Facilities 

 
Scope:  The following criteria are established 

for admission to adolescent 
rehabilitation facilities. 

 
Policy:  It shall be the policy of the Department 

of Mental Health to follow the 
regulations established pursuant to 
Section 41-21-63, et seq., and other 
relevant statutes when considering an 
adolescent for admission. 

 
Procedure: I. Mental Illness/Mental Retardation 

 
The adolescent rehabilitation 
facility located in Lincoln County 
shall serve persons with mental 
retardation.  The adolescent 
rehabilitation facility in Harrison 
shall serve persons with mental 
illness. 

 
 

II. Direct Admissions 
 

Only a person who has attained the 
age of thirteen (13) years but less 
than twenty-one (21) years, who has 
come in contact with the judicial 
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system after committing a crime, is 
mentally ill or mentally retarded, 
with behavior which renders him/her 
 inappropriate to be housed with 
the population of other Department 
of Mental Health treatment 
facilities for adolescents, and  
who meets commitment criteria 
outlined in Sections 41-21-63, et 
seq. or who is voluntarily 
admitted, shall be appropriate for 
admission.  No person shall be 
admitted with unresolved criminal 
charges. 

 
III. Transfers 

 
Adolescents from other Department 
of Mental Health facilities who 
meet the criteria for civil 
commitment may be transferred to an 
adolescent rehabilitation facility. 

 
Persons who have been committed 
directly to an adolescent 
rehabilitation facility may be 
transferred to other Department of 
Mental Health facilities as deemed 
appropriate for proper treatment. 

 
IV. Facility Capacity 

 
The number of persons admitted to 
these facilities shall not exceed 
the number of beds authorized under 
Section 41-21-109 or the number of 
beds licensed or authorized by the 
licensure and certification agency, 
whichever is less. 

 
V. Discharge 

 
Discharge from an adolescent 
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rehabilitation facility shall be 
pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 41-21-87. 
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