Secretary of State’s Administrative Rule
Adopting the Statewide Elections Management System (SEMS)
Voter Registration Application

1. Authorization. Senate Bill 2857, 2004 Legislative Session, Miss. Code Ann. §
23-15-169.5 requires the Secretary of State to promulgate rules and regulations necessary
to bring the State of Mississippi into compliance with P.L. 107-252, the Help America
Vote Act (Section 7).

In October 2002, the United States Congress passed and the President signed the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) (P.L. 107-252). Section 303 of the Act provides for
certain information to be collected from voters at the time of registration.

I1. Scope: Applications for registration as electors of this state, which are sworn to
and subscribed before the registrar to deputy registrar authorized by law and which are
not made by mail, shall be made upon a form established by rule duly adopted by the
Secretary of State under Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39(1).

I11. Application. The attached voter registration form shall be used by all local
registrars for registering citizens who enter the registrar’s office for use under the Help
America Vote Act mandates and with the Statewide Elections Management System
(SEMS).
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