OFFICE OF QUALITY PROFESSIONALS AND SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items
August 16-17, 2007

EDUCATOR LICENSURE

16.

Approval for the Master Teacher of Economics Program as an
Approved Program for Economics Certification as recommended by
the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education,
Certification and Licensure Development. (Has cleared the

Administrative Procedures Act process with public comment).

Executive Summary

On May 4, 2007, the Certificaton Commission approved the
recommendation to approve the Master Teacher of Economics Program
as an approved program in Economics that leads to an Economics
endorsement. This program is aimed at High School and Middle School
teachers. It is an in-depth program designed to provide the equivalent of
college level Macroeconomics and Microeconomics taught in a teacher-
friendly way with extensive use of National Council on Economic
Education lesson plans. The teachers in the inaugural class raised their
scores on the Test of Economic Literacy an average of 22 points: from
62% to 85%, which is highly significant. The second and third classes are
currently in progress at Mississippi State and the University of Southern
Mississippi. Applications are available at www.mscee.org. There are
numerous incentives for teachers who successfully complete the MTE
program and CEUs for those who participate. =~ The program is
approximately 60 hours and is offered in a number of formats.

At the January, 2007 meeting of the Commission, the Director of the
Mississippi Economics Council, made a presentation to inform the
Commission about the Master Teacher of Economics training that was
currently being done by the Mississippi Economics Council. Economics is
now being taught to every ninth grade student. Currently, Economics is
one of the approved subject areas taught by individuals holding a Social
Studies endorsement. The Commission is recommending that we approve
the Master Teacher of Economics training as an approved program for
Economics certification. The recommendation to approve a new
endorsement code for Economics is a separate agenda item for
consideration.



Requirements for Economics Certification Process

Economics is now being taught as a required course for all ninth grade
students. It is one of the approved subject areas under the acceptable
coursework for a Social Studies license. Economics, History, Political
Science, Geography, Sociology, and Government fall under the umbrella
of the Social Studies endorsement. It is possible for a Social Studies
endorsement to be added to a teaching license with 21 semester hours in
any combination of the above listed subject areas with a grade of C or
above. Therefore an Economics teacher holding a Social Studies license
does not necessarily have courses in Economics as part of their
certification requirements. If a teacher adds a Social Studies endorsement
by challenging the Praxis Il test in Social Studies, they must master the
Economics component of that test, so Social Studies is still a viable
endorsement to teach the Economics course.

Many teachers in our Mississippi high schools that are being asked to
teach Economics have Business and Marketing backgrounds. Much of the
Economics coursework in our colleges and universities are housed in the
Business school where the Master of Teacher Economics is located.
Therefore, if the completion of the Master Teacher Economics Program is
approved to be used as a new method in adding a new supplemental
endorsement of Economics to a three-year or five-year license, this
addition will be limited to an existing Social Studies, Business Education,
or Marketing teacher license.

Backup Material:  Attached

Recommendation: Approval
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