Title 7: Education K-12
Part 4: Licensure Guidelines

INTRODUCTION

The Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education,
Certification and Licensure and Development was created under the
Mississippi Education Reform Act of 1982 and is charged with the
responsibility of making recommendations to the State Board of
Education regarding standards for the preparation, licensure, and
continuing professional development of those who teach or perform
tasks of an educational nature in the public schools of the State of
Mississippi.  In compliance with 837-3-2, Mississippi Code 1972,
Annotated, as amended by Mississippi Laws 1997, Ch. 545, the
Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification
and Licensure and Development and the State Board of Education have
approved guidelines for licensure.

This manual contains information necessary to understand the licensure
processes, levels of licensure, and routes to licensure. Proper use of
this manual should provide answers to most, if not all, general and
specific questions relating to licensure in the State of Mississippi.

NOTE: The full document may be accessed and downloaded through the Internet at
the following address: http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ed_licensure/index.html

Office of Educator Licensure
Central High School Building, Room 201
359 North West Street
Jackson, MS 39201

Driving Instructions: Take the High St. exit off 1-55. Go to Lamar St.
(eighth red light). Turn left onto Lamar St. and go to Griffith St.
(second red light). Central High School is located on the corner. The
office is on second floor in Suite 235.

Office Hours: 8:00 to 5:00 Monday through Friday.

Phone: 601-359-3483 Fax: 601-359-2778

Web:  www.mde.k12.ms.us
Email: teachersupport@mde.k12.ms.us
Mail:  Office of Educator Licensure
P.O.Box 771
Jackson, MS 39205-0771



http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ed_licensure/index.html
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/
mailto:teachersupport@mde.k12.ms.us
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GENERAL GUIDELINES
MISSISSIPPI EDUCATOR LICENSURE

Validity Periods
Licenses will be valid from the day the completed application packet is received and validated by
the Office of Educator Licensure. All licenses expire on June 30th of the year of expiration. A
five year license issued at any time during the school year shall be valid for five (5) school years
including the school year in which it is granted. A school year is from July 1 to June 30.
e For example, a standard license issued October, 2011, (2011-2012 school year), would be valid
from the date the completed packet is received until June 30, 2016. The remainder of the 2011-
2012 school year is considered a full year.

Renewal of License
Only a five year, standard license is eligible for renewal. Current requirements for renewal of a
five-year standard license for each class are as follows:

%i;?lgcontinuing education units (CEUSs) in content or job/skill related area

Three (3) semesgrRhours in content or job/skill related area AND Five (5) continuing education
units (CEUS) in content or job/skill related area

Six (6) semester?llsurs in content or job/skill related area

Completion of t?\? National Board of Professional Teaching Standards process

Class AA, AAA or AAAA:

Three (3) semester hours in content or job/skill related area
OR

Five (5) continuing education units (CEUS) in content or job/skill related area
OR

Completion of the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards process

Standard Career Administrator:
Seventy (70) School Executive Management Institute (SEMI) credits
OR

Six (6) hours of coursework
R

35 SEMI credits AND 3 hrs coursework

OR
Completion of a specialist or doctoral degree in educational administration/leadership
When all requirements are completed, college transcripts and/or continuing education unit
(CEU) certificates may be submitted for license renewal. The college credit courses may be
completed on the undergraduate or graduate level with a grade of “C” or higher at
regionally/nationally accredited senior colleges, universities, or community colleges. Official
transcripts must be submitted in sealed envelope(s) bearing the seal or signature of the registrar.
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The license may be renewed for one five-year period beyond the present expiration date.
Only credits earned from one expiration date to the next may be used for renewal. Renewal
requirements referencing content area courses refer to the area of endorsement (e.g.,
mathematics, science, special education, etc.). References to job/skill related area include
pedagogy and skills for effective teaching and leadership (e.g., computer technology, cooperative
learning, learning styles, methodology, etc.). Only one renewal method may be utilized
during a five-year period. For a list of CEU providers, go to:

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ed licensure/ceu resource list.ntm

The Mississippi Department of Education no longer approves programs for CEU credit. School
districts, organizations, or individuals wishing to prepare and offer a program for CEU credit
must submit an application to an accredited CEU granting agency. Any Continuing Education
Office at a college, university, or community/junior college is an accredited CEU granting
agency. Once programs are approved, they may be offered and certificates will be issued to
successful participants by the approving agency. Ten contact hours of professional
development is equal to one CEU credit. The Office of Educator Licensure does not accept
CEU certificates for less than .5 CEUs or five contact hours. Official verification of CEU
credit(s) must be submitted to document completion of CEU credit(s).

Through the Educator Licensure Management System (ELMS), educators currently employed by
a Mississippi public school district can renew electronically online. CEUs, coursework or
National Board used for renewal can be verified by the district administrator.

For instructions on this process, go to:
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ed_licensure/pdf/ELMS_online_renewal process.pdf

SPECIAL NOTE

A grade of “C” or higher must be obtained on all coursework taken for renewal of license, reinstatement of
license or the adding of supplemental endorsements. This includes all coursework outlined on planned
programs required to convert a special license to a standard license.

Acceptable Degrees or Coursework for Licensure

The Office of Educator Licensure accepts degrees or coursework from any nationally or
regionally accredited institution. Accreditation can be checked from the United States
Department of Education website (http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/) or the Council on
Higher Education Accreditation website (http://www.chea.org/search/default.asp). Section 37-3-
2 of the Mississippi Code authorizes the Certification Commission and State Board of Education
to approve all teacher preparation programs for any license in MS. The Commission does not
approve programs completed in other states. If a Mississippi educator completes a degree
program in another state with the intention of becoming certified, he/she must provide to the
Office of Educator Licensure documentation that the out of state program is approved for
licensure in that state. An “Institutional Program Verification” form can be accepted as
documentation and can be found in the “Paper License Application” packet at
(http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/educator-licensure/licensure-application-k12).

Applicants from Foreign Countries
It is the responsibility of the applicant to have all correspondence and foreign transcripts
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translated and evaluated by an evaluation agency prior to submission of application to the
Mississippi Department of Education. (Access evaluation agencies at www.naces.org and click
on “Current Members” for contact information.) All applicants must have a Social Security
number. Foreign applicants will apply for licensure through reciprocity guidelines.
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ed_licensure/foreign.htmi

Name or Address Change

It is the responsibility of the educator to make name or address changes with the Office of
Educator Licensure. To do so, the educator can log into the Educator Licensure Management
System (ELMS) at: https://sso.mde.ms.gov/Login/Login.aspx and edit personal information as
needed. Name or address changes can also be submitted in writing and mailed to the Mississippi
Department of Education; Office of Educator Licensure; P.O. Box 771; Jackson, MS 39205.
If a copy of the license with the new updated information is desired, the applicant must apply for
a duplicate license following the process outlined below.

Duplicate License

An individual may request a duplicate copy of a license by applying online and paying with a
debit or credit card or by submitting a completed Licensure Application and a $5 money order
(Personal checks not accepted) to the Mississippi Department of Education; Office of
Educator Licensure; P.O. Box 771; Jackson, MS 39205. Download the Licensure Application
Packet at:  http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ed_licensure/pdf/Licensure_Application_Packet K-
12 2011.pdf or file an online application through the Educator Licensure Management System
(ELMS) at: https://sso.mde.ms.gov/Login/Login.aspx.

Use of Non-licensed Personnel — “The Expert Citizen License”

MS Code 37-3-2 (6)(e) allows for the utilization of local business or other professional
personnel, a non-licensed person, to teach a maximum of three (3) periods per teaching day. The
use of non-licensed personnel may be requested ONLY by the superintendent of a local school
district. The applicant shall submit to the superintendent a transcript and/or other documents of
education and related experience, which substantiate preparation for the subject to be taught.
The superintendent shall submit a letter of justification with the supporting documents to the
Office of Educator Licensure for consideration. (Note: In no case, shall any local school board
hire non-licensed personnel in excess of five percent of the total number of licensed personnel in
any single school.)

Denial, Revocation, or Suspension
According to MS Code 37-2-2 (11) an application for licensure may be denied for one or more
of the following reasons:

e Lack of qualifications which are prescribed by law or regulations adopted by the State
Board of Education;

e The applicant has a physical, emotional or mental disability that renders the applicant
unfit to perform the duties authorized by the license, as certified by a licensed
psychologist or psychiatrist;

e The applicant is actively addicted to or actively dependent on alcohol or other habit-
forming drugs or is a habitual user of narcotics, barbiturates, amphetamines,
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hallucinogens, or other drugs having similar effect, at the time of application for a
license;

e Revocation of an applicant’s certificate or license by another state;

e Fraud or deceit committed by the applicant in securing or attempting to secure such
certification and license;

e Failing or refusing to furnish reasonable evidence of identification;

e The applicant has been convicted, has pled guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere to
a felony, as defined by federal or state law;

e or The applicant has been convicted, has pled guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere
to a sex offense as defined by federal or state law.

According to MS Code 37-3-2 (12), teachers’ or administrators’ licenses may be suspended or
revoked for a specified period of time for one or more of the following reasons:

e Breach of contract or abandonment of employment may result in the suspension of the
license for one (1) school year as provided in Section 37-9-57;

e Obtaining a license by fraudulent means shall result in immediate suspension and
continued suspension for one (1) year after correction is made;

e Suspension or revocation of a certificate or license by another state shall result in
immediate suspension or revocation and shall continue until records in the prior state
have been cleared;

e The license holder has been convicted, has pled guilty or entered a plea of nolo
contendere to a felony, as defined by federal or state law;

e The license holder has been convicted, has pled guilty or entered a plea of nolo
contendere to a sex offense, as defined by federal or state law; or

e The license holder knowingly and willfully committing any of the acts affecting validity
of mandatory uniform test results as provided in Section 37-16-4(1).

e The license holder has engaged in unethical conduct relating to an educator/student
relationship as identified by the State Board of Education in its rules;

e The license holder has fondled a student as described in Section 97-5-23, had any type of
sexual involvement with a student as described in Section 97-3-95;

e The license holder has failed to report sexual involvement of a school employee with a
student as required by Section 97-5-24.

Dismissal of a licensed employee by a local school board may result in suspension or revocation
of a license for a length of time, which shall be determined by the Commission and based upon
the severity of the offense. Any offense committed or attempted in any other state shall result in
the same penalty as if committed or attempted in this state.

A person may voluntarily surrender a license. The surrender of such license may result in the
Commission’s recommendation of any of the above penalties without the necessity of a hearing.
However, any such license, which has voluntarily been surrendered by a licensed employee may
be reinstated by a unanimous vote of all members of the Commission.
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Any person, whose license has been suspended on any grounds, may apply for reinstatement of
the license after one (1) year from the date of suspension, or after one half (1/2) of the
suspension time has lapsed, whichever is greater. A license revoked on criminal grounds may be
reinstated upon petition to the Commission filed after expiration of the sentence, parole, or
probationary period imposed upon conviction, whichever is shorter. The Commission may
require an applicant for reinstatement to furnish evidence satisfactory to the Commission of good
character; good mental, emotional, and physical health; and such other evidence as the
commission may deem necessary to establish the applicant’s fitness to perform the duties
authorized by the license.

Class Levels of Mississippi Licenses

Class A = Bachelor’s level license

Class AA = Master’s degree level license
Class AAA = Specialist degree level license
Class AAAA = Doctorate degree level license

Note: To upgrade a standard license to a higher class level, the degree earned must be from a
regionally or nationally accredited college or university. To verify an institution’s accreditation,
an educator can search the database found on the website for the Council of Higher Education
Accreditation at: http://www.chea.org/search/default.asp.

APPLICATION PROCESS

1. Read Licensure Instructions and Checklist (located with the paper application) to locate the
license for which you are applying.

2. Download a  Licensure  Application  Packet or apply online at:
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ed_licensure/licensure_application.htm. (The Office of Educator
Licensure cannot, by law, take action against any license without a license application request by
the educator.)

3. Whether completing a paper or online application, mail in all supporting documents required
in your license category to the Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Educator
Licensure, P.O. Box 771, Jackson, MS 39205-0771.
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MISSISSIPPI LICENSES

Candidates for Mississippi educator or administrator license(s) may request one of the following

licenses (see table of contents for page numbers)

Teacher Education Route License
Five Year Educator License

Alternate Route Licenses

MS Alternate Path to Quality Educators/
One Year Alternate Route License

Teach MS Institute/One Year License

Masters of Arts in Teaching/Three Year
License

American Board Certification

Five Year Alternate Route License

Special Subject Five Year Educator Licenses
Audiologist

Child Development

Dyslexia Therapy

Early Oral Intervention Hearing Impaired B-K
Emotional Disability

Guidance and Counseling

Library Media

Performing Arts

Psychometrist

School Psychologist

Speech/Language Clinician

Special Education Birth-Kindergarten

Career Technical Educator Licenses

Career  Technical Non-Education  Degree

(Associate  Degree)/Three Year License

Career  Technical Non-Education  Degree

(Bachelor  Degree)/Three Year License

Career Technical Educator License Non-Degree or
Non-Education Degree/Five Year License

Licenses by District Request Only
JROTC

One-Year License for Veteran Teachers
Expert Citizen

Administrator License
Non-practicing

Entry Level

Career Level

Alternate Route
Athletic Administrator

Reciprocity
Two Year License

Five Year License



5 YEAR EDUCATOR LICENSE - TRADITIONAL TEACHER EDUCATION ROUTE
A five year educator license is granted to applicants meeting all licensing requirements and
completing a state approved or National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE) approved teacher education program from a regionally/nationally accredited
institution of higher learning.

License Requirements Validity Renewal
Class A 1. Bachelor’s degree or higher in 5 years Ten (10) continuing education units
Teacher Education from a state (CEUEs) in content or job/skill related area
approved or NCATE approved OR
program from a Three (3) semester hours in content or
regionally/nationally accredited job/skill related area
institution of higher learning AND
2. Praxis Il (Principles of Learning and Five (5) continuing education units
Teaching Test) (CEUs) in content or job/skill related area
3. Praxis Il (Specialty Area Test) in OR
Degree program Six (6) semester hours in content or
job/skill related area
OR
Completion of the National Board of
Professional Teaching Standards process
Class AA 1. Meet the requirements for a Five 5 years Three (3) semester hours in content or
Year Class A License job/skill related area
2. Master’s degree in the endorsement OR
area in which license is requested Five (5) continuing education units
OR (CEUEs) in content or job/skill related area
. OR
Master of Education Degree Completion of the National Board of
Professional Teaching Standards process
Class AAA | 1. Meet the requirements for a Five 5 years Same as for AA
Year Class A License
2. Specialist degree in the
endorsement area in which license
is requested
OR
Specialist of Education Degree
Class 1. Meet the requirements for a Five 5 years Same as for AA
AAAA Year Class A License

2. Doctoral degree in the endorsement
area in which license is requested

OR
Doctor of Education Degree




FIVE YEAR ADMINISTRATOR LICENSE
APPROVED PROGRAM ROUTE
The Non-Practicing Administrator License is issued to an educator NOT currently employed in an
administrative position. The Entry Level Administrator License is issued upon request to an educator
employed as a beginning administrator. The Standard Career Level Administrator License is issued to a
practicing administrator who has completed all requirements for conversion to Career Level.

License Requirements Validity Renewal
Non-practicing | 1. Holds Five-year standard educator license 5 years Three (3) semester hours in
Administrator | 2. Verification of three years education experience content or job/skill related
License 3. Completion of an approved master’s, OR area

specialist, or doctoral degree in educational OR
administration/leadership from a state approved or Based Five (5) continuing education
Class AA, regionally/nationally accredited institution of higher | upon units (CEUSs) in content or
AAA, or learning validity job/skill related area
AAAA 4. Successful completion of School Leaders Licensure | period of
Assessment (SLLA)-Educational Testing Service standard
5. Institutional recommendation documenting | license
completion of an approved planned program in | currently
educational leadership/supervision through a state- | held
approved or regionally/nationally  accredited
institution of higher learning.
Entry Level 1. Holds Five-year standard educator license 5 years NON-RENEWABLE
Administrator | 2. Verification of three years education experience Five (5) years to complete
License 3. Completion of an approved master’s, requirements to convert to
specialist, or doctoral degree in educational Career Level Standard
administration/leadership from a state License which include the
Class AA, approved or regionally/nationally accredited following:
AAA, or institution of higher learning
AAAA 4. Successful completion of School Leaders 1. Completion of School
Licensure Assessment (SLLA)-Educational Executive Management
Testing Service Institute (SEMI) entry level
5. Institutional recommendation documenting requirements
completion of an approved planned program in
educational leadership/supervision through a state- For current requirements,
approved or regionally/nationally accredited visit:
institution of higher learning. http://www.mde.k12.ms.us
6. Application for Entry Level license upon obtaining [ed_licensure/Administrato
first job as administrator. r_license_renewal 10 10.p
7. Letter from District stating the administrative df .
position and date of administrative employment.
Standard Completion of School Executive Management | 5 years Seventy (70) School
Career Level E(n)st_itute ] (SEI\gI)h ?rll_tryd Ier\]/_el OrSeE;Jirements OR Fx?_(:tuiiv?sl\éma;gem;_rgt

o rientation to School Leadership- nstitute credits
A_dmlnlstrator P Or
License Based Six (6) hours of coursework

upon or
Class AA, validity 35 SEMI credits plus 3 hrs
AAA, or period of | coursework
AAAA standard Or
license Completion of a specialist or
currently doctoral degree in educational
held administration/leadership
(Completion of these renewal
requirements will also renew
all existing standard educator
licenses for the applicant)
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Business Track

FIVE YEAR ADMINISTRATOR LICENSE - ALTERNATE ROUTE

Alternate Route Entry Level Administrator License is issued to an applicant who has not completed an

educational administration/leadership program and is limited to entry-level administrative positions,
such as assistant principals or assistant coordinators.

License Requirements Validity Renewal
Class AA 1. Completion of one of the following: 5 years NON-RENEWABLE
Alternate Master of Business Administration (MBA) Five (5) years to complete
Route Master of Public Administration (MPA) requirements to convert
Entry Level Master of Public Planning and Policy (MPP) to Career Level Standard
Administrator License which include the
License . Praxis | (Pre-Professional Skills Test PPST) following:

Praxis Il (Principles of Learning and Teaching Test)

. Five (5) years administrative/supervisory experience™

. Successful completion of School Leaders Licensure

Assessment (SLLA)-Educational Testing Service

. Priority will be given to Superintendent/Board

recommendation for admittance into an alternate route
program

6. Successful completion of alternate route training

*NOTE: Administrative/supervisory experience is

defined as direct supervision of individuals
and/or programs within a business, industry,
and/or organization.

Completion of School
Executive Management
Institute (SEMI) entry
level requirements

Completion of Six (6) hours
of Educational Leadership
coursework from an
approved educational
leadership/administrator
program

(Coursework should be
selected from the following
areas: Curriculum and
Instruction, Instructional
Improvement or Leadership,
School Law or School
Finance.)
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Education Track

ADMINISTRATOR LICENSE - ALTERNATE ROUTE

Alternate Route Administrator License is issued to an applicant who has not completed an educational
administration/leadership program and is limited to entry-level administrative positions, such as
assistant principals, coordinators or assistant coordinators.

License Requirements Validity Renewal
One year 1. Completion of Masters of Education (MED) or higher 1 year To convert to Five (5)
Alternate education degree year Entry Level
Route Alternate Route
Administrator | 2. Praxis | (Pre-Professional Skills Test PPST) Administrator License —
License Praxis Il (Principles of Learning and Teaching Test) Must:
Class AA . . 1. Complete Alternate
3. Three (3) years teaching experience for MED Route program
4. Priority will be given to Superintendent/Board 2. School Leaders
recommendation for admittance into an alternate route Licensure Assessment
program (SLLA)- Educational
Testing Service
5. Successful completion of alternate route training
Five year 1. Completion of Masters of Education (MED) or | 5 vyears
Entry Level higher education degree Y NON-RENEWABLE
Q:;S{Q e 2. Praxis | (Pre-Professional Skills Test PPST) rFelgﬁi(r?rn);erigstgoc%%rvgfte
Administrator Praxis Il (Principles of Learning and Teaching to Career Level Standard
License Test) . License which include the
Class AA Successful completion of School Leaders followina:
Licensure  Assessment  (SLLA)-Educational 9:
Testing Service 1.Completion of School
Executive Management
3. Three (3) years teaching experience for MED Institute (SEMI) entry
level requirements
4.  Successful completion of alternate route training
2.Completion of Six (6)
5. Priority will be given to Superintendent/Board hours of Educational

recommendation for admittance into an alternate
route program

Leadership coursework
from an approved
educational
leadership/administrator
program

(Coursework should be
selected from the
following areas:
Curriculum and
Instruction, Instructional
Improvement or
Leadership, School Law
or School Finance)
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ADMINISTRATOR LICENSE - ALTERNATE ROUTE

Education Track

Alternate Route Administrator License is issued to an applicant who has not completed an educational

administration/leadership program and is limited to entry-level administrative positions, such as
assistant principals, coordinators or assistant coordinators.

Standard
Career Level
Alternate
Route
Administrator
License

Class AA,
AAA, AAAA

1. Completion of Masters of Education (MED) or higher
education degree

2. Praxis | (Pre-Professional Skills Test PPST)
Praxis Il (Principles of Learning and Teaching Test)
Successful completion of School Leaders Licensure
Assessment (SLLA)-Educational Testing Service

3. Three (3) years teaching experience for MED

4. Completion of School Executive Management Institute

(SEMI) entry-level requirements.

5 years

Seventy (70) School
Executive Management
Institute (SEMI) credits
Or

Six (6) hours of
coursework

or

35 SEMI credits plus 3
hrs coursework

Or

Completion of a specialist
or doctoral degree in
educational
administration/leadership

(Completion of these
renewal requirements
will also renew all
existing standard
educator licenses for the
applicant.)
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FIVE YEAR ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATOR LICENSE
APPROVED PROGRAM ROUTE (495)

This license is only issued for athletic administration. It cannot be used for any other
administrative positions.

License Requirements Validity Renewal
Non-practicing | 1. Holds five-year standard Mississippi educator 5 years Three (3) semester hours
Athletic license in content or job/skill

L related area
A.dmlnlstrator 2. Completion of an approved master’s degree in OR
License Interscholastic Athletic Administration Five (5) continuing

education units (CEUSs)
Class AA in content or job/skill
related area
Standard 1. Holds five-year standard Mississippi educator 5 years 70 SEMI credits
Athletic license 6 or ) ;

L semester hours o
A.dmlnlstrator 2. Completion of an approved master’s degree in college/university
License Interscholastic Athletic Administration courses*

or
Class AA 35 SEMI credits and 3

semester hrs
college/university
courses*

(Completion of these
renewal requirements
will also renew all
existing standard
educator licenses for the
applicant)

* Graduate hours in curriculum, instruction, or educational leadership, as well as pre-approved courses in
technology and other job skill areas are acceptable

NOTE: This program is not currently being offered at any MS Institutions of Higher Learning
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ONE YEAR ALTERNATE ROUTE LICENSE

MISSISSIPPI ALTERNATE PATH TO QUALITY TEACHERS (MAPQT)

Areas available: Art, Biology, Business, Chemistry, English, French, German, Home Economics, Music,
Marketing, Math, Physics, PE, Social Studies, Spanish, Speech Communications, Special Education

re
of higher learning ) )
Pass Praxis | (Pre-Professional Skills

" Test-PPST)

Pass Praxis Il Specialty Area Test

: Acquire admission to the MAPQT

Program. (See Appendix H or
www.mde.k12.ms.us_licensure/alternate
path.html) Complete 90 clock hours of
training. (Times and dates determined by
offering colleges.)

Secure a teaching position

' *Apply for the One Year Educator

License-Alternate route

License Requirements Validity To Convert to a Five Year
Alternate Route Educator License

Class Hold a bachelor’s degree froma 1 year

A ionally/nationally accredited institution 1. Complete New Teacher

Practicums (Saturdays during
first year of teaching)

2. Pass evaluation by local school
district after first year of
teaching

3. Complete a local school district
mentoring program during first
year of teaching

4. Apply for a Five Year Alternate
Route License

*This license requires an online recommendation from the alternate route program. Once the
online recommendation is made, the educator should apply for the license online.

ONE YEAR ALTERNATE ROUTE LICENSE
TEACH MISSISSIPPI INSTITUTE

Areas available: Biology, Business, Chemistry, English, French, German, Home Economics, Marketing, Math,

Physics, Social Studies, Spanish, Speech Communications, Special Education

" Test-PPST)

' Acquire admission to the Teach MS

[ nationally
accredite ){1

1 institution of higher learning
Pass Praxis | (Pre-Professional Skills

Pass Praxis Il Specialty Area Test

Institute Program (See Appendix H or
www.mde.k.12.ms.us/ed_licensure/alternate
path.html) o _
Complete an eight week training session
see Note) Or 8-week online program.
Times and dates determined by offering
colleges/universities)
*Apply for the One Year Educator
License — Alternate Route

License Requirements Validity To Convert to a Five Year
Alternate Route Educator License

Class Hold a bachelor’s degree (non- 1 year . . .

A education) from a regionall 1. Completion of one year internship

period with mentoring and
Induction program in local school
district.

2. Secure recommendation by
school district for continued
licensure

3. Apply for a Five Year Alternate
Route License

Note: This program requires 12
hours of coursework which may be
applied toward completing a master’s
degree.

*This license requires an online recommendation from the alternate route program. Once the
online recommendation is made, the educator should apply for the license online.

15



http://www.mde.k12.ms.us_licensure/alternate_path.html
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us_licensure/alternate_path.html
http://www.mde.k.12.ms.us/ed_licensure/alternate_path.html
http://www.mde.k.12.ms.us/ed_licensure/alternate_path.html

THREE YEAR ALTERNATE ROUTE LICENSE
MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

Areas available: Art, Biology, Business, Chemistry, English, French, German, Home Economics, Music,
Marketing, Math, Physics, PE, Social Studies, Spanish, Speech Communications, Elementary Ed. (4-6 grades)

— Alternate Route

License Requirement Validity To Convert to a Five Year
Alternate Route License
Class 1. Hold a bachelor’s degree gnon- 3years | 1. Secure ateaching position.
A education) from a regionally/ nationally 2. Complete 6 additional hours of
accredited institution of higher learning coursework to include supervised
2. _F|>_ass I;Ir3a8><1|_s)l (Pre-Professional Skills internship
est- I
3. Pass Praxis Il Specialty Area Test 3. %ecurel \t/_erlflcatlon of Program
4. Apply for entrance into MAT Program ompietion
éSee Appendix H for information) 4. Apply for a Five Year Alternate
5. Complete 6 hours of pre-teaching Route License
courses in an approved MAT Program
6. *Secure Verification of Program
Completion
7. Apply for a Three Year Educator License

*This license requires an online recommendation from the alternate route program. Once the
online recommendation is made, the educator should apply for the license online.

ONE YEAR ALTERNATE ROUTE LICENSE
AMERICAN BOARD CERTIFICATION

Areas available: Biology, Chemistry, English, Math, Physics

License Requirement Validity To Convert to a Five Year
Alternate Route License
Class | 1. Hold a bachelor’s degree ‘non- ) 1 year 1. Secure a teaching position,
A education) from a regionally/ nationally complete 1-year internship with
accredited institution of higher learning mentor
2. Enroll in ABCTE program 2. Complete one of the following:
3. Pretesting assessment, assign advisor *6 hrs of MAT coursework
4. ABCTE Passport to Teaching exam * 3-wk MAPQT summer program
5. Apply for 1-year license

* MDE online professional
development
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FIVE YEAR EDUCATOR LICENSE - ALTERNATE ROUTE

A five year educator license is granted to applicants who hold a minimum of a bachelor’s degree from a
regionally/nationally accredited institution of higher learning and who have met all requirements in one of the
Mississippi Alternate Route Programs.

License Requirements Validity Renewal

Class A Bachelor’s degree (non-education) from a 5 years Ten (10) continuing education units

1 A h :
re]:cg}ionally/ nationally ~ accredited  institution (CEUs) in Conte“té’lr:{JOb/SK'” related area
0

igher learning Three $3) semester hours in content or

2. Praxis | (Pre-Professional Skills Test-PPST) job/skill related afgﬁlD
i i Five (5) continuing education units
3. Praxis Il Specialty Area Test (CEUs) in content or job/skill related area
4. Successful completion of a one or three year OR h .
alternate route program. (See Appendix H for _Slé)(/(ﬁ)”sen;estgr ours in content or
information _on~ these  programs  or Job/skill related area
www.mde.k12.ms.us/ed_licensure/alternate . OR
path.html) Completion of the National Board of

Professional Teaching Standards process
5. Application for a five year educator license

Or

1. Hold a bachelor’s degree (with a minor or
concentration in secondary education).

2. Praxis | (Pre-Professional Skills Test PPST)
3. Praxis Il Specialty Area Test

4. Documentation of completion of student
teaching from a state or NCATE approved

program.

Class 1. Meet the requirements for a Class A License | 5 years Three ‘3) semester hours in content or
AA 2. Master’s, Specialist, or Doctoral degree in job/skill related area

the endorsement area in which license OR
cl is requested Five (5) continuing education units

ass OR (CEUs) in content or job/skill related area
AAA . OR
Master of Education Degree, Completion of the National Board of

Class Specialist of Education Degree, OR Professional Teaching Standards process
AAAA Doctor of Education Degree
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RECIPROCITY

TWO YEAR EDUCATOR LICENSE - RECIPROCITY
Any applicant with a valid credential that is less than a standard license or certificate from another state may apply
for a two-year educator license through the Reciprocity Route.

License Requirements Validity Non-Renewable
Class A 1. Original valid out-of-state license Current teaching Applicant must complete
License (Due to falsifications, we can no year plus one (1) the requirements for a Five
longer accept photocopies. Your out- | additional school | Year Mississippi License
of-state license will be returned to year to expire on
you.) June 30
2. Sealed copy of all college transcripts

FIVE YEAR EDUCATOR LICENSE - RECIPROCITY
A five year license is granted to applicants who hold a valid standard out-of-state license (K-12) in an
area in which Mississippi issues an endorsement if it meets Mississippi’s minimum license
requirements or equivalent.

License Requirements Validity Renewal
Class A 1. Original valid out-of-state license | 5 years Ten (10) continuing education units
(Due to falsifications, we can no (CEUs) in content or job/skill related
longer accept photocopies. Your out- area
of-state license will be returned to OR
you.) Three (3) semester hours in content or
job/skill related area
2. Sealed copy of all college transcripts AND
Five (5) continuing education units
3. Documentation must be provided to (CEUs) in content or job/skill related
show a passing score on a core area
subject test required for certification OR
by the issuing  state, or Six (6) semester hours in content or
documentation that verifies the out- job/skill related area
of-state license was obtained in a OR
manner equivalent with current Completion of the National Board of
Mississippi license guidelines for Professional Teaching Standards
that license. process
Class AA 1. Meet the requirements for a Class A | 5years | Three (3) semester hours in content or
or License job/skill related area
2. Original valid out-of-state Standard OR
Class AAA Cla%s AA (master’s degree); Class Five (5) continuing education units
or AAA (s d%%tzv\olgtl geegrreeg ;Lﬁ:re ngelafﬁ (CEUS) in content or job/skill related
Class AAAA a Mississippi endorsgment area area OR
Completion of the National Board of
Professional Teaching Standards
process
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DISTRICT REQUESTED LICENSES

THREE YEAR EDUCATOR LICENSE - JROTC INSTRUCTOR

The JROTC Instructor License must be approved by the appropriate branch of the military and may be used

to teach JROTC/Military Science only. No other endorsements may be added to this license and districts may
not use instructors with this license to teach other courses as “out-of-field”” teachers.

Verification of approval from military

License Requirements Validity Renewal
Class A REQUESTED BY LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 3 years May be renewed only
Class AA 1. Letter of request from the local school district Jﬁgr%lé%? f\p(l)rrlrﬁt?t?e
Class AAA 2. Completed licensure application Iogal school district
Class AAAA 3. which must include
4.

Transcript(s)

letter from military
and submission of
completed licensure
application

ONE-YEAR CERTIFICATION

(obtained by district request only)
This license is for a teacher who has documented teaching experience. Evidence of progress in
completing the necessary requirements for adding the designated endorsement to become Highly
Qualified must be documented in order to renew this license.

FOR VETERAN TEACHERS TEACHING OUT-OF-FIELD

Obtained by district request only.

License Requirements Validity Non-Renewable
Class A 1. Requested by local district 1 year Renewable up to 3 yrs
superintendent using “Local District
Request Packet” www.mde.k12.ms.us (District must show
o progress toward licensure
2. Completed application for One-Year as specified in Plan of
Certification Action for license to be
