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Election Central

Election Central is often at the Courthousa.

+ Party executive committees should work out a schedule
prior to the election so at least cne member is at the
Courthouse at all imes cn election day.

+ Poll managers and voters will call the Courthouse to
reporl problems and ask questions. Someone
responsible and competent must be there to assist.

+ When members are not at the Courthouse, members are
visiting precincts in your districts to ensure operations
are running smoothly.
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Election Central {cont.)

+ In a county efection, the Circuit Clerk, as
Registrar, answers questions regarding voter
registration and voter rolls.

—Voter's name not on the pollbock/master list
—Voter is in the wrong precinct
—Voter has been purged for reason
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Election Helplines

SEMS Helpdesk: (877) 357-7367

+ SO8's Election Hotline: (800) 825-6786
- SOS Elections Division: (801)576-2650
ES&S: (601) 922-2476 '
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Election Supplies and Machine
Preparation -

+ Voting Machine memory cards, ballots, poll
books and supplies are picked-up from the
courthouse by the Receiving/Returning
Manager.

+ Machines are loaded with memory cards and
zero tapes are printed by Parly Executive
Commiltee Pracinct Opening/Closing Officials.
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Opening the Polls
+ Poll managers:

~ Armive and begin opening voting machinas 216:00 AM.

-~ Appoinl an Initiafing Manager and Altemate Initialing Manager

— Qpenthe box{es) and remove supplies

~ Lock sealed absentea ballol snvalopes in ballol box until the polls close
— Organize paper ballols

- Complete voter ReceiptRegister Book and sign ¢ath

— Ensura tha comrect maching is in the right location by checking its serial
number.

~ Unlock the machine(s).
— Unseattha tape and insert tha memory card.
— Reseaithe machine and record th
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QOpening the Polls {cont.)

— Print the zero tapes and secura the printer, if using the AVPM.

— Post 1 zero tape on the wall of the precinct and placa 1 zerotape
inside the memery transport bag.

+ Ensure all required informalion is posted.
+ Ensure campaign materiat is not within 150 feel of any
enlrance to the precinet.

+ QOpen polls promptly at 7:00 AM
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Assess the Precinct

+ Ensure afl required informalionis posted:

— Zero lapas,

— Hours the polling place will be open,

— General infformatien on voting rights under federal and stala faw,

— List of absentea velers,

- Sample ballols,

— Instructions for uavenfied, first-Emé mail-in registrants,

- General prehibitions on fraud and misreprasentation,

— Instructions for affidavitiprovisional vetees, and

— Accepiable forms of photo identification.
+ Ensure that campaign matarial is not within 150 feet of the precinct
+ Ensure that voling machines are posilioned to protect the voter's

privacy. ;
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Poll Managers

+ As an execulive committee member, you should know
the duties of the poll managers. Make sure that ali
jobs are being performed well and in a courleous
manney, :

If there is a problem, assess the situation. Know the
severily of the situation and {ake appropriate action.
Execuilve commiflees appoint and train poll managers
so the members can take appropriate action 1o
address the situation.

-
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Voting Procedures

-

Executive committees need to be familiar with voling

procedures.

+ tis the executive commiltee’s duly to train poll
waorkers. :

+ |tis the executive committee’s duty to observe

procedure on Election Day.

If a precinct is reporied for not following procedure, the

exacutive committee is charged with the duty fo

address the situation.

-
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Voting Rules

+ A voter may not occuby a voling booth
already occupied by ancther voter.

+ The voter may remain in a voting booth no
longer than ten (10} minutes if no voters
are waiting in line, and no longer than five
{5) minutes if other voters are waiting in
fine.

Seeretary of State
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Challenged Ballots

* Any person who is lawfully inside the polling place
may chalienge another person’s right fo vote, such
as:

— A candidate,

- A candidale’s representative (official poll watcher),

— A politicat party’s official polt watcher (rot applicable in a
parly primary},

~ A qualified voter fromn that polling place, or

— A poll werker in the polling place.
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Basis for Challenqer

A voter can be challenged if he/she:
- I3 not a registered voter in the precinet;
— |5 not the registered voter under whose name hefshe has applied to vale;
Has a'ready voted in the election;
Does not five in the precinct whers he/she is registered;
Has fegally regisiered to voter,
Has taken his/her balot from the precinct;
— Has castan abseniea ballet butis ineligible e do so; or
—~ Has been convicted of a disenfranchising crimae.

There are no other reasons for a challenge. -

i
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Disenfranchising Crimes_

nArson »Felony Shoplifting »Robbery
sArmed Rebbery «Forgery wTheft

- mBigamy starceny sTimber iarceny
uBribery Murder stnfawful Taking of a
wEmbezziement «Obtaining Money or  Motor Vehide
aExtortion Geods Under False eStatutory Rape
wFelony Bad Check ~ Tretense «Carjacking
aLarceny tnder sPerjury sReceiving Stofen
lease xRape Propesty
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Handling a Challenged Voter

When a voter's right {0 cast his/her hallot is
challenged, the poll workers must
immediately considar the validity of the
challenge, giving both the challenger and
the voter the opportunity to speak to the
challenge.
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Handling a Chalienged Voter {cont.)

+ If the pollworkers unanimously consider the challenge frivolous of
not made in good faith, the voter vales on the machinefregutar
ballot

« {f the poll workess unanimously consider the challenge well-laken,
the voler voles a paper ballot. Tha pofi workers write the name of
the voter on the back of the ballot, mark the ballol "REJEGTED" and
placa the ballet in a strong envalope marked for rejected ballots

« If the poll warkers cannot unanimously agres upon whether the
challenge is valid or frivofeus, the voter votes a pager ballol. The
pollworkers mark the batlot "CHALLENGED” and place the ballotin
a slrong envelope marked for chaifenged ballots.

+ Achallenged ballotis not an affidavit baliot

Secretary of Stafe
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Challenged Ballots

At the close of the polls and after ali the
unchallenged ballots have been counted,
tallied and iotaled, the challenged ballots are
separately counted, tallisd and totaled, with
a separate return made of the challenged
ballot.

Secretary of Stare
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Voter Assistance

« It is extremely important that a voter's right to
vote by secret ballot is preserved.

« Who may receive assistance? Any voter who
says he/she is:
— Blind;
— Disabled; or
~— Unable to read or wrile.

Sreretary of State
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How Does a Voter Get Assistance?

To receive assislance a voter must;

— Tell the poll manager helshe needs help to mark the
bailot;

— State one of tha reasens indicaling why help is
needed; and

— Cheose somecne to belp him/er,

PeLaERT Hoszuany -
Beeretaey of State
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Who Cannot Assist
a Voter in the Voting Booth

The voter may have anyone help mark hisfher
ballot, except:
— His/her employer or the employer’s representative, or
— A representative of any union in which the voleris a
member.

Seccelary of State

Instruction of Voters

+ Incase any volar, after entering the voling machine, asks for further
instruction conceming the manner of voting, two (2) election officials
enter the beoth and give him/her instructions.

= No manager er person assisling a voter shall, in any manner,
request, suggest or seek to persiada or induce the voler to vote for
any particufar ticket, issue or candidate.

+  After giving inslructions and before the veter casts hisfher vole, the
mana%er of person assisting him/mer shall leave and tha voter then
casis hissher vole in secret.
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Curbside Voting

+ A physically disabled voter who does not vote by absentea baliot
may vola curbside on election day.

+ A voler who drives, of is driven, to the polling piace butis unable to
enter the polliag place where actual veling is taking place may be
provided assistance in voling and be allowed o voia curbside.

« Ifthe managers, in exercising sound discretion, determine the voter
is at the polling place, two (2) or more managers lake the potibook,
the recaipt book and a batlot or voling device to the vehicle.

« Tha voter marks hisfer batlotin secret, folds the ballot and retums
the same to the poll managsr.

« The curbside batlot is placed by the poli manager diveclly into the
saaled baliot box. The ballotis NOT placedin an affidavit ballot
envelopa.

Miss. Cods Ann._% 23-15-541
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Prohibitions at the Polls

+ Loitering
No loitering is allowed within 30 feet of the polling place.
Miss, Code Ann. Section 23-16-245 458

-

Disturbances

If anyone becomes unruly or abusive, the bailiff may ask himer to
isave. I hefshe does not leave, call the sheriff, constabla o police. All
managers and persons in the voting place are to aid in keeping the
peaca. :

Miss. Godg Anin. § 23-15-241
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Prohibitions at the Polls (cont.)

«  No LiguorfAleohel
Allintoxicated or disorderly persons disturbing the peace by noise or
violence in the poliing place shall be arrested, jaited, or keplin
custody, Such persons may be permitled if a qualified voter, to vole
whila in custedy.
Miss, Coda Ann, § 23-15-883

Use of Samgple Ballots

1§ is permissible for an individual voter to bring a sample ballotinto
the polling place for the voter's own use as a remiader of the
candidalé(s} for whom helshe intends to veta . However, itisnot
permissible to use the sample ballot as campaian literatuee in
attempting to influence other veters within the polling place.
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Prohibitions at the Polls {(cont.)
+ “150 Foot Rule”

Posting or distribuling cards, posters or olher campaign fitersture
wilhin 150 feet of any entrance to the polfing place is prohibited.
Note: If a polling place is localed within 150 feet of private
properly, the owner may pefmit the posting and disteibuting of
cards, posters and other campalgn literature.

It is the position of the Secretary of State thal the wearing ofa T-
shift with a candidate's name and or picture on it within 150 feet of
any entranca te a buitding in which an slactien is being conducted
constitutes the posting of campaign literature and is prohibited,

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-895
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POLL WATCHER
PROHIBITIOMNS
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Poll Watchers and Candidate
Representatives

« Each candidate on the ballot shall have the right to be
present at the poliing place, or to have a representative
at the polling place.

+ Political parties with a candidate on the ballot may have
two (2) representatives present at the polling place in
general or special elections only.

+ Poll watchers and candidate representatives may be

present at the public counting of the ballets.
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Secretary of State’s Office
Publications

+ Poll Manager Guide

+ County Election Handbook
+ Lobbying Handbook

+ Campaign Finance Guide

+ Candidate Qualifying Guide
+ Eleclions Calendar

Secretary of State
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For Additional information

Mississippi Secretary of State's Office
401 Mississippi Street
Jackson, MS 39201-1012

Toll Free Answer line
{800)829-6786
WWW.S08.MS.gov

Seerelars of State
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